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Three Doubts Propoſed to the 
Reverend Biſhops, &c. 


Diſcourſe intituled, The Fudom:nt and Do- 
trine of the Clergy of the Church of England, 


concerxing one ſpecial Branch of the King's Pre- 
ropative, VIZ. 81 Shefins with the Penal Zaws, aſſerted 
by the moſt Reverend Fathers in God the Lords Arch-Bi- 
ſhops Bancroft, Laud, a#4 Uſher, &c. Licenſed the 
ſecond of dey, $687. And many Papers ſince, 1o 
plainly make it out, that the diſpenſing with Pena! 
Zaws ts involyed in the formal Conception of Sovereign- 
ty, that ir were needleſs and endleſs to touch any 
more on that point untill thoſe Papers are anſwered. 
They further ſhew, that 7+ is clear in Divinity, that 
ſuch an Authority belongs to the King by the word of God 
in Scripture. That it tis inſeparably annexed jo the So. 
wercign, and is an eſſential and individyal Right of 
Monarchy. That the Kzags of England at all times u- 
fed it, and that it is wot in their Powey to abdicate that 
Prerogative from themſelves, it being inſeparably an- 
wexed to their Sacred Perſous and Royal Power. 
Even to the Aſterick, lays my Author, there is © 
Marginal Note, viz. 44. £tiz. In the Houſe of Com- 
mons Sir George Moor laid 3 © we know the Powey of her 
« Majeſty cannot be reſtrained by any At : Why there- 
& fore ſhould we thus talk? Admit we ſhould make 
&- the Statute with a Non obſtente, yet the Queen 
6 A '2 may 


Townlſend's 
Colleft.p.23 4 


ver againlt 
the $:ihop of 


Litchfhel, 


> 
"& may grant a Patent with .a Nos obſtante to croſs 
« this Nor o:ftante. So that evidently it is not -in 
the Power of Parliaments to reſtrain tne King's 
diſpenſing with Penal Laws by Nox obſtante's or a- 
Colt ani Glo- Ny other means whatfoever; Statute-Laws are made 


10 eaſe him of his Labour, not to deprive him of his 
Power, as my Lord Hobart well obſ:rves: which 
had our Biſhops likewiſe obſerved, or had they the 
caſt deference to their Predeceſſors, men doubtleſs 
of as gre:t, 3bility as themſelves; or had their 
Church-been ſo Loyal as ines pretends to be, we 
had not ſeen Aajeſty fo rudely affronted as of 
late. | 

And what is it his Majeſty now aſſerts his Pre- 
rogative of diſpenſing with Penal Laws for, but to 
allay thoſe Milchiets, which by no other means 
can be remedied? wiz. The continual -Feuds, Ca- 
ballings, FaQtions and Animolities ariſing daily from 
different Opinions about Religion. The Church has 
been this Hundred Years endeavouring to reduce 
all into her Communion ; but finds it a thing im- 
poſſible to be done; and in thus endeavouring has 
ſo often chopt and changed, .that ſhe has quite run 
her ſelf off from what ſhe was at firſt. 

The King for theſe Reaſons thinks Z:berty of Car 
ſcience moſt expedient for the eaſe and advantage of 
his People, of which he is fole Judge by the Law 
of God: Ziberty of Conſcience is but the Natural Right 
of every man, and his Majeſty will have his Sub- 


jeQas enjoy it. He is the Ordinary of Erglend, and 


the Biſhops, even on that ſcore, owe to him the 


{ame .Obedience, their reſpeQive Flocks owe to 
them : 


FS 


them: And will they be the firſt to diſobey, and re- 
tuſe, v. hen commanded, to cauſe his Declaration to 
| be read in Churches? Ir Kings have' been remiſs 

and not exerted their Power, or by Menace have 
ſometimes foregone it ; which only argues that when 
Frinces are ealy, Subjects will be Rebels, does this 
aff.ct the Crown? Bui the Biſhops have gained 
a great point by Non-{uiting the King !—— How ? 
by owning their own hand-writzng in the Council- 
Chamber, and not owning 1t in open Court ? Is this 
2 Victory becoming their Function, and to be thus 
Riotouſly Huzza'd? The Biihops likewiſe bleſs the 
People now more then uſuallyz but without the 
Sign of the Croſs: which, according to Baker's Hi. 
ſtory, p.445- 15a ſign that they are no Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhops. And it.is moſt certain,that no Chrittian Biſhops 
cidever bleſs the People, nor any thing elſe without 
the Sign of the Croſs: Theſe Biſhops do bleſs the 
People without the Sign of the Crofs. Ego. 

And is not to bid them ſtand faſt co their Religion 
(whilſt they bleſs them) whea that is in no-wiſe at- 
tackt, to bid them ſtand faſt ro their Bloudy Laws, 
and Rebel when thole are aſſaulted ? What elſe 
means theſe Soundings and Caballings and the Riots 
that follow them all over the Kingdom ? But if we 
muſt be Huzza'd again to Church, let the Reverend 
Biſhopsas in Duty to God and their Church bound, 
firſt reſolve us theſe three Doubts. 

1. All the Biſhops that have hitherto Preach'd at 
 White-Hall on 4ſh-Weadneſday, at lea(twiſe as many as 
I can find of them, do declare Lert to be Apoſtolical, 
and fairly derive it from the Apoſtles 3 yet 5. Elis. 5. 

if 


Matt. 5- 16: 


(4) 
it is EnaQed, that Fhoſoever ſhall by Preaching, Teach- 
ing, Writing, or by open Speech notify, that any Eating of 
Fiſh, or forbearing of Fleſh mentioned in the Statute, is 
of any neceſſity for the ſaving the Soul of Man, or that 
it s the Service of God, otherwiſe, than as other Politich, 
Laws are, and be ; that then ſuch Perſons ſhall be puniſhed 
as ſpreaders of Falſe News are, and ought t0 be, 1. e. 
Whipt. If our Reverend Prelates can ſhew us how 
Zent can bean Apoſtolical Inſtitution, and that not- 
withſtanding to obſerve 1t 5 the Service of God, ought 
to be a Whipping Matter ; All Difſenters readily 
conſorm to the Church of England. Tf they cannot 

us this, their Church is a Fop, a Ridiculous Church. 
And what hopes can there be of their ſhewing this ? 
They will not deny Lex? to be an Apoſtolical Inftitu- 
tion, and they dare not Gain-ſay that AQ of Parlia- 
ment : For that Parliament made the Church, and 
'tis from that Parliament, that we have had theſe tu- 
multuous Huzza's of Biſhops and of Church by Zaw 
Eftablifhr. 

2. Our Reverend Biſhops have Altars in their Ca- 
thedralls, and no Sacrifice, Nonſenſe enough ! But 
they have Candles alfo on theſe Altars never Light- 
ed: We read, that Candles o» Candleftcks, that they 
247 ſhine ts all that are in the Houſe, are Emblems of 
Gods Church : Then are not Candles on Altars that 
never ſhine, Emblems of a Mock-Church? . contrario- 
rum eadem eff ratio. 

3. Whether the Do@rine of the preſent Church 
be not, That no Sobry Enquirer can miff of what i neceſs 
ſary to Salvation? And whether ſhe binds any man to 
any further Belief? And ſince her Rule of Faith is, 
Screpture 


(5) 


Scripture to be interpreted by every Man of ſound Tuds- 
ent: Wherher this it {cif be not Liberty of Copſci- 
ence? unlets they will allow men to be of one Belief 
Interiourly, a1d compel them to be of another Exte- 
riourly, expreily againſt St. Paul 10. to Romans 10. 

I hope our c-ven Starrs who cf late have {5 11l- 
minared our 3treets, or ſome who ſee by thoſe Lights, 
v il: do theic Chucch ſo much Right as to ref9lve 
us theſe fer” ſhort doubts, end ſo we ſhall be one Fold 
and one Shepheard: John the 10.16. 


